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Please deliver 
President to General de Gaulle. 
QUOTEt October 20, 1958 
Dear General de Gaulle: 

I have given considerable thought to~the views expressed in 
your letter of September 17* You have posed serious questions 
which require earnest thinking and careful study. 

The central problem you raise — the organization of the free 
world* s defense — is very much on my mind also. I agree th|£ we 
should constantly seek means fox making that organization more 
effective. 

v ■ ■■■' • 

We. are , I believe, in full agreement that the threat we face 
is global and that our policies should be adapted to deal witti^tnef 
World-wide nature of the threat. Although recognizing that more 
needs to be done, we believe that our policies have to -an extendi 
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our present procedures for organizing the defence of the free world 
clearly require the willing cooperation of many other nations/ both 
within and outside NATO. We cannot afford to adopt any system which 
would give to our other allies, or other free world countries, the 
impression that basic decisions affecting their own vital interests 
are being made without their participation. As regards NATO itself, 
I must in all frankness say that I see very serious problems, 
both within and outside NAT& in any effort to amend the North 
Atlantic Treaty so as to extend its coverage beyond the areas 
presently covered* 

All this having been said, I must add that I recognize that 
a community association to live must constantly evolve and find 
means to make itself more useful in the face of changing condi- 
tions. I am quite prepared to explore this aspect of the matter 
in appropriate ways. 

With best personal wishes, 

Sincerely, 




DWIOHT D. EISENHOWER UNOjPE 
Inform Department date and time of delivery. 
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